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Chapter VI - Community Activities.

It was in the home of Mr,end Mrs.John Brodie in I1907,that the

Women's Institute first orgeanized their local branchjnaming it the
Mapleton. Instituteywith Mrs.D.D.Finch as its first president and
Leota Cloes,followed by Mrs.John Brodie as its first seceetaries,
Later the name wes changed to Kingsmill - Mapleton Women's Institute
The following ladies from this district served as presidents:-lMrs.
D.D.Finch,Mrs.D.0.White Mrs,.James Moore(Sr),Mrs.J.Cline, Mrs.D.Caugh-
ell Mrs.J .Bray,iirs,Mahlon Bray, Mrs.Roy Charlton, Mrs.J.B.Drake, Irs
Bruce Brown, Mrs.Wm.Orris,Mrs.Join Smith,Mrs,Jabes Moore(Jr)

It is intersténg to note that during the first world war,the Kingsmille
Mapleton Institute'decided to establish a canning centre for the pre-
servation of surplus fruits,vegetable and fowl for the use of our boys
overseas and again Mr.Brodie came to the fromt and graciously loaned
the *Butter' roem of his factory,for this purpose.ladies came . from
Sparta to #omm,mn west to east to do thwir bit.The result was
6313 cans,valued at § 408I1.60 ,sent to cheer our boys.

Another outstanding movement in the community during World War I,was
the Literary Society,which was orgenised by the young people of the
distriet snd was held,during the winter months,in the school house.

, 0Of such excellent gquality were the programs given,that the house never
failed to be packed to the doorssand meny were the comforts,our boys,
overseas received from the proceeds of this enterprize and great was
the intellectual and cultural growth of those,participating,
Alsozgduring those trying years,the Inatitute steged a large garden
perty,each summer,turning over frem $500, to $I,000 from eash toward

the war work,
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Thus did eur women stand shoulder to shoulder with our men and thus

was the neigiinourhoed beund by a common purpose,

Chapter VII - Villsge Of Mapleton,
In the early days when men had to team their grain over mud roads,for long
distances,it was natural that you would find *taverns' ,along the way,where
horses and men oould be fed and refreshed; and so we find one at the north
west corner of the intersection of the IIth concessieon and the Mapleton.New
Serum rosd.This old Cressroad tavern was sold in ISIS to Mr.and Mrssi. JuR.
Charlton,who used it.as their private residence.The building has since
changed hands several times and now has a groeery store in a part of it.

It was e happy dey when John Wismer bethought himself te start a general
store . just south of the cormer om the Culver Farm.This store was operated
first by himself,them by William Appleford,John Doan and Phillip Boughner,
In the meantime Mr.Wismer went acress the réad and built another store,on :
the north east corner of the cross roads.,This store was operated first by
the Wismers,John and Steven and then sold to Benjamin Knight,who in turm,
sold it to P.Boughner. Mr.Boughner becoming ill,seld it to Thos,Mc.Kee and

he,to W.A.Barons,who in ISII,sold it to the Bray sistera,who owned it until
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it was sold to Earl Mc.Kenxie,

In the early days,these stores served in turn,as post office,the mail being
drewn by horse and cart from Kingsmill.The Meil couriers were: Lansing Johnsen,
T . Hammond, and George lc.Camlley.

Thes.Hughes,a cousin of Judge Hughes of St.Thomes and his bride ceame eut

from England in those early deys,built a home and started e butchering
business on the corner,just north of the ﬁht store.To him,we owe the naming
of Mapleton,from the fine maple trees which bordered his lot and which he
pruned and tended with greatest cere.Mr.and Mrs.Hughes had two sons,George,
who went to Michigsn sud became s superintendent of Public schools; and
Thomas ,who also went to Michigan and became an instruotor in lew in the
Universify of Amnirbor.

Thomas Yeo was another Englisk family to early esteblish themselves in a
home Jjust north of the second store.,There were three children in this fam-
ily - Bhoda,who went to Detroit and married,Willism,who went to Michigan and
became a successful lawyer.He also served several terms as representitive of
his constituents in the State Megislature and James who became a successful
business men in Saginsw,Michigan,

When the new school was built at the foot of the Mapleton hill,the old

*Blue 'school was sold to Ralph Fonger,who made it into a residence.He built
a blacksmith shop in the Culver field on the south east corner of the inter-
section and it was here that first he,then Thomas Stanley,then Sammel Bancroft
lived and plied their trade for many years.Mr.Bancroft moved away end his
place was taken by W.Cloes.In a few years,however,lir.Bancroft returned and
erected a new shop on the west side of the road, which he operated till ill
health and death claimed him,This place is no® owned by Percy Drake,the shop

heving been turned into a garage,



The J.Grady house and store is situated on the north side of the Bancroft
propertyThis property was sold to Willism Davies,in 1949 and in I95I to
lir,Ian Me.Keller, .

In the flats just west of the old tavera,Seth Thompson erected and opersted
a8 grist mill,in the early years of the mtun.fnl was then t;m down and
W.A.Barons ,who was then general merchant bullt s new mill, just haok. ef tﬁa
store on the site of thebld 'Blue' school house,which had by this time been
moved to Lyons.W.A.Barems,in time,tore down this ﬂll and now Keith Dyake
m.mtnmod from more than ﬂ.n ?am service overseas,is operating

another mill on his property on the west side of the village.
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Chapter VIII - lrs.Durdle.

The story of this comrmunity would not be complete without mentioning
Mrs.Mery Durdle,e little Emglish lady,who lived on the plot of land,
across the road from the Bray's,which now is included in the Eardley
Finch ferm,

Mrs.Durdle had three children snd after they had gwown up and estab-
lished homes of their own,she ekesd out a living from the products of
her garden and vineyard.

In those days,Canada had few if any clothing manufscturers,so the busy
ferm women’looked to Mrs.Durdle to do their kmitting and make large
straw sun hats,which their men and children required.It was a hey dsy
in the lives of the Brey childrem,when after the wheat was garmered

| into the barn,Mrs.Durdle would come over to get her bmidles of straw,
The wheat was gathered into small bundles and the heads ehopped off,
to save the grain.,The the stiraw was umjointed at the first joint end
soaked in a rain barrel till it was soft.

She then braided it end sewed it into hats,

With all this lebour,Mrs.Durdle found time to cultivete her smell
English flower gardepwith its hyseinths,cowslips,snd deisies,which were
a marvel and s delight to all who beheld,
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L}?‘“LPI&F a8 Peler »aNeil.
Peter lic.Neil was born at Kames,lochowside,Scotlend in I1816.Nancy Turner

was born in Cowal,Argyleshire in I824,.They were married May I2th,I845.Three

years later they sailed from Greonockl.Sootland for Ceneda,They first came to

Mt.Albion,near Hamilton,where an lincle,Duncan Turner,had preceded them by

eight yeers.After a short stay,they came on to South Dorchester,where other

relatives had lettlled. | Peter
. Mo.Neil

They were among the first to unite with the lMapleton Church a few months after

its orgenization in - I850 and were sctive members of this piomeer Church during

their life.

A Cerpenter by trade,he built the house,where Fred Brown now resides and lived

there almost twenty years.Here sewen of his children were born.

Copy from his memoramdum book :- ™ Aug.IOth I870 - I Peter Mc.Neil bought this

50 acres(lot I4 in the I2th concession from Robert Putnam for the sum of

$1,200,00.I am to pay Thomas Penhsle a mortgsge of this sum at 8% interest,.”

It was on this property that he built and established the home where the child-

ren grew to man and womsnhood and where he passed sway in 1884.,This house is

now occupied by a Dutch family.

In 1873 the following entry was made in his record book :-"loney made from

ell sources 4 Milk $280, Barley 564 bus at 96¢- §$54,24, Lambs 602, 303, -

$21,00, Made et my trade § I39.65, Total - 4I4,89"

The next year,his income increased to § 643.87.

In I876,he bought of John Biggars, 50 acres(let I5,Comn.II) Interest on iort-

geges paid at this transaction wes 10'% and 7 %.

Ll

The Family
Agnes born at Lochgilheed,Dec.24th,1846.0n May 4th,I875 she married David
Cropp of Aylmer.After his death,she spent several years in Simcoe snd in Sask-
atchewan with different members of her family.She returned to Ontario and
pessed sway at the home of her deughter Annie(lMrs.Harry Cellier)in Ridgetown

in 1932,
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MaryBorn in Mt.Albion Jan.I6t1:,I849.0n Jan I8th,I870 she married John Turner

of lit.Albion.aAfter his desth,she moved with her family to Hemilton.

Euphemia born in Springfield Peb.I5th I85I.She married Thomas Belmore Mer.3rd
1875.They farmed for a time on the 9th concession of Malshide,then moved te
Lyons and later to Springféeld for Over Shirty years.

Christina born in Dorchester April I4th,I855.0n Feb,I2th I883 she married
Darius Appleford.They farmed on the IIth concession where Geerge Brown now
lives for 27 years,then bought snd moved to a farm west of Talbotville,where
their son Harley now lives.She passed away at the home of her daughter Eve(lrs
Harry Thomas)St.Thomes Jan,I8th,I935,

John born in Dorchester Aug.8th,I857.He married Alice Inglis of Aylmer Dec.29
1896 and live on the IIth concession where William and Kathleen Matthews now
live.He died June 26th,IS0I.

Elizs born in Dorchester Sept 2Ist,I859.She married Abraham Kennedy Oct.9th (
1883 and lived on a farm near Ridgetown for 28 years,then moved to Saskatch-
ewan.3he died Dec,20th,I948 at the home of her deughter Alma(Mrs.Rey Coates)
Melfort Sask.

Issbel born Dec I0th,I86I.In later life she lived with her sister Amelia(Hswes)
She died Aug.25th,]916.

Peter Born Jan 9th,I864, On Dec.22nd,I891,he married Ida Sowler and farmed on
the IIth concession where his son lLorme now lives.@l June I920 he moved to
Orwell end lived there until his death Jan,I3th,I937,

Amelia born Aug.26th,I867.0n Dec,I3th,I898 she married Herbert Hewes and lived
on the farm west of her brother Peter's(wher “eith Heipleigh lives for several -
years,later moving to a farm near Ridgetown.After her husband's death,she spent
a few years in Windsor and is now living with her daughter Helen(Mrs.Jdas Kelly)

Shelbyville.Tenn, ( :
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James born Sept I3th,I869. On Feb.24th,I897,he married Lindes Tapsall and farmed
the homestead until his death on Feb.9th,I%08.
When James l-rriod’arlndu Mc.Neil went to live with Amelia and passed away

at her home near Ridgetown on June I3th,I9I0.



ONTARIO DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
WOMEN’'S INSTITUTE BRANCH

has satisfactorily completed two Units of the Homemaking Club Programme.
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